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September 2020
Dear Parents,

At the end of our first full week back, | would just like to take the opportunity to clarify some information around the
current situation and our arrangements.

Firstly, | would like to congratulate our wonderful pupils for the way that they have settled into school and our adjusted
routines so brilliantly. Their effort and attitude has been superb and they have taken everything in their stride whilst
being extremely sensible too. Thank you for all of your support and understanding - we really could not have asked for
any more and it is very much appreciated.

| am sure you will have seen that there has been a very small amount of cases of COVID in Wolverhampton schools
since the beginning of term. In order to keep everyone as safe as possible, we are taking a cautious but sensible
approach to children who do not feel very well. This is cold and flu season and we realise that children and staff will
develop runny noses and sore throats. If your children feel otherwise well in themselves and have no other symptoms
then they are welcome to come to school. If they require some time off to recover from these seasonal illnesses, they
are welcome to return as soon as they feel better.

We are asking any child who develops one of the three recognised symptoms of COVID-19 to access a test. Please call
119 or book a test on the government testing website at https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk. | am
aware that due to high demand, it is sometimes proving difficult to book a test locally. The web page is updated
throughout the day, so please check regularly for new locations and times. These symptoms are as follows:

e A high temperature (hot to the touch on chest or back)
e A new, continuous cough
e Aloss or change to sense of smell or taste

If any member of your household has any of these symptoms, all members of the family should isolate and therefore
siblings of any children with symptoms should not attend school until the results of the test are known. This is a
statutory requirement as set out in the Department for Education’s guidance on the full opening of schools. If the test
result is negative, all children are able to return as normal when they are well in themselves. If any member of your
household tests positive for COVID-19, please inform us immediately. The whole family will need to isolate. The person
with the positive results will need to isolate for 10 days. All members of their household will need to isolate for 14
days from the first date that the person with a positive test result showed symptoms. | appreciate that children do
develop coughs, the vast majority of which will not be related to COVID-19; however, we have a statutory obligation
to ensure that this is ruled out if a new, persistent cough develops.

The same measures apply to all adults who work in our school in order to keep everyone safe. It may therefore be that
you notice a higher level than normal staff absence should anyone require a test and as we await results. Whilst this
is frustrating, it is unfortunately unavoidable in the current climate.

If you have any questions about what action you should be taking in any scenario relating to COVID-19, please do not
hesitate to contact the school for clarification.
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Please can | once again stress that children in classes 1 Holly, 1/2 Ash, years 4 and years 5 should not be dropped off
at school any earlier than 8.45am (unless they have siblings in any of the classes that start earlier). The staggered starts
and end times help us to keep different groups separate and ease congestion as per our risk assessment. Therefore, if
these times are not adhered to, the safety of all of the whole school community is potentially compromised. We
reserve the right to place any child who arrives early in breakfast club, who will then charge for the service. Can we
also politely request that you do not arrive early when collecting children to ensure congestion is kept to a minimum.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter, which the vast majority of parents are respecting and adhering to.

A highlight of our week is the Friday celebration assembly. Under normal circumstances, parents would be invited into
school to celebrate their child’s achievement with them. This morning, we managed very successful virtual assemblies
so that children in the different key stages could celebrate together safely. Until we are able to welcome adults back
into school again, | will be sending a weekly merit letter, detailing those children who have received awards and
certificates. We will be setting up Class Dojo next week in order that parents can be notified in this way of their child’s
achievements.

Once again, thank you for being incredibly supportive and helping us to ensure the school day runs smoothly and safely
for our children. Have a lovely weekend.

Yours sincerely

e

Rachael Kilmister
Headteacher

s (company number: 10312858)
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