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Dear Parents/Carers,

| am writing to you following an update to the guidance issued by the Department of Education, and
following a review of numbers attending school. Whilst it is the decision of all keyworker parents
whether to send their children into school, the guidance does explicitly state that any child who can
be kept at home, should be. Therefore, if there is a parent/carer at home who is not currently
working, children should not be attending school. This is to minimise the number of contacts that
people have outside of their home and in order to mitigate risk where possible. Whilst we do know
that COVID-19 is not usually dangerous for children, if children unknowingly spread this, then it can
be passed onto more vulnerable adults in children’s households and those of members of staff.

To provide some context, during the first lockdown, we had, on average, 20 children attending
school per week. This is now currently 120 and rising. We have been contacted by Wolverhampton
Local Authority who are concerned by this high attendance rate. | completely understand that the
expectations of employers, and learning expectations of pupils, has significantly changed and that
working from home is often not possible with primary aged pupils. There is not an expectation from
school that in households where there is at least one keyworker, and parents are working from
home, that children are kept at home. We just ask that if there is a parent/carer who is reasonably
able to look after their child at home, as they are not working, that this is the case, as per the
government guidance. This does not apply to children who are attending school for other
legitimate reasons.

Whilst we have so far been able to accommodate children full time, it may be that we need to limit
this to parents’/carers’ hours and days of work. We will keep this under review as we monitor
attendance levels in school.

This is a very difficult time for everyone and hopefully there is light at the end of the tunnel. As a
school, we want to make sure that we support all of our families and ensure that critical workers can
continue to do their jobs and children can continue learning whilst making sure we are doing
everything to make it as safe as possible for children, staff and their families. | can’t thank you
enough for the continued wonderful support that the school is receiving from you all.

Yours sincerely
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Rachael Kilmister
Headteacher
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